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March 20, 2009

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
Afterschool Opportunities

(unless specified otherwise, information comes from the Afterschool Alliance website at www.afterschoolalliance.org) 

Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG)


$2 billion

The Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG) is one of the largest funding streams that help subsidize child care costs for children who are under the age of 13.  ARRA allocates $2 billion for this fund through September 30, 2010. The full $2 billion is available upon enactment. Of the $2 billion, $255 million will be set aside for quality improvement activities, $93 million of which will go towards improvement of infant and toddler care.

Funds are used to subsidize the cost of child care for children under the age of 13 (or, at the option of the grantee, up to age 19 if disabled or under court supervision). Subsidized child care services are available to eligible families through certificates or contracts with providers. Parents may select any legally operating child care provider. Child care providers serving children funded by Child Care Development Fund must meet basic health and safety requirements set by state. A state must use a minimum of 4 percent of CCDF funds to improve child care quality and availability through comprehensive consumer education, activities to increase parental choice, and other activities such as resource and referral services, provider grants and loans, monitoring and enforcement of requirements, training and technical assistance, and improved compensation for child care staff. Certain amounts of funds must be used for specific purposes: quality expansion; infant and toddler quality improvement; and child care resource and referral and school-age child care activities. 

Eligibility:
Lead agencies (in NC’s case, DHHS) may contract with or award grants to public or private entities to administer programs and provide services, subject to the lead agency's criteria, which may include child care providers, community-based organizations, faith-based organizations, recreation programs, schools, and public and private social service agencies. 

Helpful Tips:
Afterschool programs should contact the CCDF administrator in their states and start building a relationship with key personnel. The next step will be to review the state CCDF plan. A good resource for state information is the new Afterschool Investments Project. The project web site has tables that highlight important characteristics about the school-age population, as well as how CCDF support afterschool care (http://www.nccic.org/afterschool/sbscomp.html). 49% of NC children receiving CCDF subsidies are school-aged. 
From The Finance Project’s Using CDBG to Support Community-Based Youth Programs:
CDBG public services funding can be used to support ongoing operating costs (e.g., labor, supplies, and materials) needed to provide a service, as well as covering the costs of operating and maintaining a portion of a facility that houses a public service (e.g., a shelter or recreation center). CDBG can also be used to purchase or lease items such as equipment, furnishings, and vehicles necessary to provide a service, so long as the service is an eligible CDBG activity and can be considered as part of the activity delivery costs. Finally, CDBG can be used to support youth through community development initiatives. Therefore, CDBG is a fairly flexible funding source for meeting the funding needs of youth programs and services.

-------------------------------------------------------

Title I










$13 billion

ARRA has $13 billion for distribution through state and local education agency grants under subpart Title II of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

· $3 billion for subgrants to local schools for school improvement 

· $10 billion for formula grants to local education agencies (LEAs)

· Half of the funds will be available before April 1 – no other requirements or applications necessary to get money, it’s just going out

·  Other $5 billion will be out between July and Sept 2009; states will be required to provide other information to receive that money
NC estimates that it will receive approximately $6.1 billion of the TOTAL recovery package. Of that amount, ESEA Title I will be $334,129,360.  (www.ncrecovery.gov) 
Participating schools that have at least a 40 percent poverty rate may choose to operate a school-wide program that allows Title I funds to be combined with other federal, state and local funds to upgrade the school’s overall instructional program. All other participating schools must operate targeted assistance programs and select children deemed most needy for Title I services. Targeted assistance programs must supplement, not supplant the regular education program normally provided by state and local educational agencies. Some schools have used Title I funds to support youth focused academic enrichment programs. These funds may provide an opportunity for afterschool programs facing budget shortfalls or with grants that are ending.  
Eligibility
State educational agencies (SEAs) and the Secretary of the Interior. Local educational agencies and Indian tribal schools are subgrantees. 

Helpful Tips
An afterschool program's ability to access Title I funds is largely related to the depth of partnership with the school/school district. Get to know decision makers such as principals, school board members, the Title I coordinator and the superintendent. Understand how Title I funds are allocated in your school before suggesting they be redirected to support your program. Afterschool leaders will need to persuade school officials that the use of Title I funds to support afterschool programs will help them meet their goals of improving academic progress of students. In addition, many districts use the summertime to provide remedial education, which could potentially open another door for afterschool programs seeking Title I funds. Many district summer programs are short, and do not include the kinds of comprehensive activities that afterschool programs offer. Establishing partnerships with local schools could create more enrichment-oriented summer programs for low-income youth, and provide new opportunities for afterschool providers to help children and families. 

From Ed.gov:

The Title I, Part A ARRA awards will be in addition to the regular FY 2009 Title I, Part A grant awards that the Department plans to make on July 1 and October 1, 2009. Together, these four grants (2 phases of recovery funds and 2 phases of the regular FY 2009 funds) will constitute a state’s total FY 2009 Title I, Part A allocation. 

LEAs may use their Title I, Part A recovery funds consistent with the Title I, Part A statutory and regulatory requirements. Uses should be aligned with the core goals of ARRA to save and create jobs and to advance reforms. Because the recovery funds constitute a large increase in Title I, Part A funding that will likely not be available at the same level beyond Sept. 30, 2011, schools and LEAs will have a unique opportunity to improve teaching and learning and should focus these funds on short-term investments with the potential for long-term benefits, rather than make ongoing commitments that they might not be able to sustain once recovery funds are expended.

Examples of potential uses of the Title I, Part A recovery funds that are allowable under Title I and consistent with ARRA principles:
· Establishing or expanding fiscally sustainable extended learning opportunities for Title I-eligible students in targeted assistance programs, including activities provided before school, after school, during the summer, or over an extended school year.
· Providing professional development to teachers in Title I targeted assistance programs on the use of data to inform and improve instruction for Title I-eligible students;
· Using reading or mathematics coaches to provide professional development to teachers in Title I targeted assistance programs
From Using NCLB Funds to Support Extended Learning Time: Opportunities for Afterschool Programs. August 2005. From The Council of Chief State School Officers and The Finance Project
Many afterschool program leaders have successfully made the case for using Title I to support extended learning opportunities. The Title I provisions in NCLB specifically encourage the use of strategies such as extended day, extended year, and summer programs to increase learning time. In addition, schools are encouraged to use Title I funds to coordinate services and programs, increase parental involvement, and hire highly qualified staff.

Staffing. Schools have used Title I to contribute to staff salaries for teacher or paraprofessionals working in or overseeing extended learning programs. Some programs have found that some school staff are willing to stagger their hours so they start work later in the school day and then stay later in the afternoon to cover the afterschool program. Having staff that “straddle” the school day and are thus fully integrated into school-day and afterschool activities creates a critical link between the two programs. This is especially important for ensuring that students are provided academic supports that align with school-day curriculum and individual needs.

Professional Development and Materials. Title I also can be used to support costs associated with the professional development of teachers and paraprofessionals working in and supervising afterschool programs, including those who teach both during and after the school day. Moreover, the cost of training staff not paid with Title I funds is allowable if the training is designed to meet the specific educational needs of Title I participants. Title I funds can be used to purchase equipment, curriculum materials, and supplies for afterschool programs.


Input from other Statewide Afterschool Networks

Nebraska has plans to use Title I money for sustainability and hiring youth to help staff summer programs

New Hampshire superintendents are nervous about funding programs that in 18 months they will have to refund. They have approached the New Hampshire AS Network about creating contracts for them to help/advise where to spend Title I money (New Hampshire mentioned areas of help like sustainability training, putting in infrastructure for schools to have these AS programs, etc). 

Superintendents want funds to be invested so they are sustained in the long run. The Afterschool Alliance pointed out that other states can make case to do the same.

-------------------------------------------------------
State Fiscal Stabilization Fund






$53.6 billion

$40.1 billion in State allocation to support elementary, secondary, and higher education, $5 billion for State Incentive Grants and an Innovation Fund ($650 million), and $8.2 billion for public safety and other government services, which may include education and higher education services, modernization, renovation and repair activities

*Sixty-one percent of a state's allocations will be on the basis of their relative population of individuals aged 5 to 24, and 39 percent will be based on relative shares of total population.

· The Department will award SFSF funds to governors in two phases. To receive its initial SFSF allocation, a state must submit an application that provides (1) assurances that the state is committed to advancing education reform in four specific areas; (2) baseline data that demonstrates the state's current status in each of the four education reform areas; and (3) a description of how the state intends to use its stabilization allocation.
· Four Specific Areas: 

· Increase teacher effectiveness and address inequities in the distribution of highly qualified teachers; 
· Establish and use pre-K-through-college and career data systems to track progress and foster continuous improvement; 
· Make progress toward rigorous college- and career-ready standards and high-quality assessments; and 
· Support targeted, intensive support and effective interventions to turn around schools identified for corrective action and restructuring.

· Within two weeks of receipt of an approvable SFSF application, the Department will provide a state with 67 percent of its SFSF allocation.
· A state will receive the remaining portion of its SFSF allocation after the Department approves the state's plan detailing its strategies for addressing the education reform objectives. This plan must also describe how the state is implementing the record-keeping and reporting requirements under ARRA and how SFSF and other funding will be used in a fiscally prudent way that substantially improves teaching and learning. 
· The Department anticipates that the phase-two funds will be awarded beginning July 1, 2009, on a rolling basis.
States must use 81.8 percent of SFSF funds for the support of public elementary, secondary, and higher education, and, as applicable, early childhood education programs and services. Afterschool advocates have started to contact their governors and other stakeholder to make the case for afterschool using these funds. Some of the things they are doing include: recruiting champions from state legislatures and city leaders to author letters of support to their governors and starting dialogues with state agency heads to monitor how the money will flow to recipients. 
Note: Governors must first use their state grant funds to provide the amount of funds, through the state’s principal elementary and secondary education funding formula needed to restore state funding for elementary and secondary education at the level of support in FY2006 for the next three years. If funds then remain after restoring state support for education, the governor is required to use the remainder of their allocation to provide grants to LEAs based on their share of Title I funding. 

-------------------------------------------------------

AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA members


$200 million 

$89 million to make additional awards to existing AmeriCorps State and national grantees and to provide adjustments to awards made prior to September 30, 2010.  In addition, not less than $65 million will be made available for the AmeriCorps Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) program. AmeriCorps members currently help staff many afterschool programs, and additional members could be a great resource for struggling afterschool programs. 

Youth Training and Employment Services



$1.2 billion 
Of the $3.95 billion provided for Workforce Investment Act (WIA) state formula grants for adult, dislocated worker, and youth job training programs, $1.2 billion is designated for youth services, and the bill specifically mentions creating summer employment opportunities for youth.  
YouthBuild







$50 million 
Of the $3.95 billion for Workforce Investment Act state formula grants for adult , dislocated worker and youth job training programs, $50 million will go toward the YouthBuild program to expand this program to give at-risk youth the opportunity to gain education and occupational credentials while constructing or rehabilitating affordable housing. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Beyond these direct supports for afterschool programs, other initiatives and funds in the recovery package have the potential to benefit the field of afterschool. The U.S. Secretary of Education and Governors will have a lot of discretion in determining how a significant portion of funds are used, particularly the State Stabilization Funds.  
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