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Afterschool and Economic Recovery Conference Call
July 16, 2009 – 2:00pm-3:00pm
Hosted by the NC Center for Afterschool Programs

The call began with general updates about a few possible funding streams from the ARRA:
State Fiscal Stabilization Fund – largest piece of the education stimulus package, with $48.6 billion
These funds are supposed to help stabilize state and local budgets in order to minimize and avoid reductions in education and other public services. 
The money will be distributed in two rounds – 67% of the total will be given first. Governors’ will then have to submit information showing that the state has made progress with the first round to receive the second.  NC has been approved to receive a little over $1 billion. 
The NC Office of Economic Recovery and Investment said they are waiting for the General Assembly to pass the budget, because they will be using the Stabilization dollars to fill the holes that the budget cuts left behind. NC is planning to use the entire amount on education – which includes both K-12 and higher education.  
After the budget is passed, we will be able to see how this money will be used and if there are any opportunities for afterschool.  NC CAP will track this information.

Race to the Top 
Over $4 billion have been set aside for the Race to the Top competitive grant program and that will reward states that have made the most progress on reforms, including how well they are using the first round of Stabilization and Title I funds to advance these reforms. The Obama Administration has made clear that recovery dollars should help fuel reform, and that afterschool and summer programming is part of a reform vision. 
· States have to apply for this money through their governors’ offices. 
· States can collaborate with each other or apply on their own 
· If a state does not receive money during the first round of awards, it can apply for the second round. 
· Education Secretary Arne Duncan urges Governors to work with different stakeholders, including educators and nonprofits—to put together the best application
The RFP for the Race to the Top grants will be out later this summer (rumored late July), with the first round of awards being distributed in March 2010. 
Afterschool advocates are urged to start sharing recommendations on how the money can be spent. We can do that by contacting the Office of Economic Recovery, where they will direct you to the correct place to make recommendations. Their website is www.ncrecovery.com.

Innovation Grants
$650M has been set aside to create an Innovation Fund. The fund’s purpose is to provide grants or “academic achievement awards” to reward programs that have demonstrated success in significantly increasing academic achievement for all groups of students and that have a proven track record. 
These funds are the best way for nonprofits and other entities outside the traditional school system to pursue ARRA dollars because eligible recipients are either: 
· Local educational agencies (e.g. school district) or 
· a partnership between a nonprofit organization and— (i) one or more local educational agencies; or (ii) a consortium of schools.
The RFP for the Innovation Funds will be out late this summer, after the Race to the Top RFP, and the Innovation Funds will be distributed after the Race to the Top funds. It is also rumored that there is an interest in supporting rural communities with these funds. NC CAP will be keeping track of this information for NC. 

Elizabeth Kurzer from the NC Department of Commerce spoke about the Workforce Investment Act and how American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) dollars can be used to help youth.  The Workforce Investment Act (WIA) is the nation’s principal workforce development legislation, providing funds to address the employment and training needs of adults, dislocated workers and youth. The act created a comprehensive workforce investment system. Services in North Carolina are offered through a network of twenty-four local workforce development areas, each having a local Workforce Development Board that is responsible for establishing program policy, conducting oversight and chartering JobLink Career Centers in their communities.  Representatives from the private sector business community comprise the majority of each board’s membership.  Workforce Development Boards are appointed by local elected officials and serve all 100 counties. The JobLink Career Centers are facilities that provide job seekers access to tools they can use to manage their careers as well as helps businesses connect with skilled workers. The services of the WIA are 100% federally funded, and are broken down into three streams a) adults, ages 18 and over; b) dislocated workers (employees who have been laid off); and c) youth, ages 14-21. Youth that are eligible to receive services must also meet other criteria such as low-income, deficiency in basic literacy skills, and court-involved. 
The ARRA is providing unique summer employment opportunities for NC’s youth. Through the NC Summer Jobs program, qualified businesses can hire young adults and pay them with federal stimulus funds, the administrative functions of which (screening, hiring and paying the young people) will be handled by the Workforce Development Boards. The ARRA is giving $79.8 million to fund all three streams, with $25 million going to youth. $23 million is going directly to the Workforce Development Boards to create summer jobs, or paid work experience from May 1 through September 30, 2009. The money is distributed based on a formula that looks at population and poverty rates. NC encouraged that at least 90% of ARRA dollars was spent by June 30. This summer work is strictly tied to ARRA dollars but can be used in year-round efforts. The regular youth programs through the WIA are comprehensive and held year-round.  Please refer to the handouts and links that Kurzer provided for further information, and contact your local Workforce Development Board for any questions.
Elizabeth Kurzer
NC Department of Commerce
Division of Workforce Development
Planning & Policy Development
 (919) 329-5238, ekurzer@nccommerce.com 

Jeffrey Smink, Policy Director of the National Center for Summer Learning at Johns Hopkins University, provided an update on how ARRA dollars can be used to support summer learning programs. He stated that the Obama Administration is supportive of summer programming, quoting the President with “Not only can states use the stimulus money for summer programs, but we ask them to think very seriously about doing it.” He referenced a specific program in Baltimore Maryland that used money from Title I in several different capacities throughout the course of one day – the children are receiving free transportation to and from the program, breakfast and lunch as well as experiencing fun activities in reading, math, arts and recreation. He also noted that while it may be a little late for finding funds for this summer, providers are in a great place to start building a strong case for enhancing programs next summer. Please refer to the handouts and links that Smink provided for further information, including a breakdown of each funding stream and great examples of how other states are using funds for summer learning.
Jeff Smink
Policy Director 
National Center for Summer Learning
Johns Hopkins University
410-516-7436, jsmink@jhu.edu 

Lisa Huber from the NC Department of Public Instruction spoke about Title I and the use of funds through the ARRA. More than 50,000 public schools across the country use Title I funds to provide additional academic support and learning opportunities to help low-achieving children master challenging curricula and meet state standards in core academic subjects. Funds can support extra instruction in reading and mathematics, as well as special preschool, after-school, and summer programs to extend and reinforce the regular school curriculum. There are some strict requirements to follow with Title I funding, but the US Department of Education has recently released waivers that will allow some flexibility with the stimulus funds. By allowing waivers, the department is saying that states, districts, and schools don’t have to follow all of the same rules when spending the stimulus Title I money as they would have to when using their regular Title I federal appropriation. Title I funds only come down through LEAs, so private or nonprofit afterschool programs will not receive these dollars, unless through some partnership with the school system (although funding for those partnerships are less likely to occur).  Please refer to the handouts that Huber provided for further information. 
Lisa Huber
Regional Consultant/SES
NC Department of Public Instruction, Program Monitoring Section
 (252)-714-0930, lhuber@dpi.state.nc.us 

The remainder of the call was geared toward sharing resources for learning about funding opportunities and keeping track of announcements.  Those sources include:
Recovery Act Funding Opportunities from Grants.gov:
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/recovery.jsp
NC Recovery Page
http://www.ncrecovery.gov/
Recovery Act Funding Opportunities from Afterschool.gov:
http://www.afterschool.gov/arra/arra.html

Afterschool Alliance wiki page:
http://www.afterschoolwiki.org/index.php?title=Main_Page 
NC CAP asks to be notified about any new developments, or any funding attempts through the ARRA.  Call participants were reminded about the NC Afterschool Listserv that works to better connect programs across the state for sharing of best practices, information and resources, and afterschool events and training sessions.  This virtual community will help connect afterschool program staff, youth workers, school-age care providers, educators, researchers, policymakers, and others with an interest in keeping up-to-date on the latest in afterschool. This is a great way to share what we have learned about the stimulus package, updates and announcements, funding opportunities and ideas about sustainability. To join, click here: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nc_cap/.
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