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The Curriculum Design

Rational

This is a program designed for after school implementation in the elementary schools. It may be taken as an elective for high school students. This course is designed to bridge the gap in communication and mere existence between home, the community, and school. It is in this program that African-American students will be taught the importance of knowing one’s self, community, and positive expression.

Rites if passage in the African – American community occur through required participation in community activities, completion of certain required courses on character education, African, and African – American history. Children will learn how to function as an individual or a member of the community. Children will be given the opportunity to experience what the Pan- African movement created in the 1960’s in order to lower school drop rates and prevent young lives of crime. Young African- American students will be given the chance to learn significant parts of their history as not written in many textbooks. Through this program they will experience the value of cooperation and not focus on competition and other individualistic habits. This rites of passage program will give students the basis and strength to survive in school, the community, and to be understood at home. This program will aid in the life goals and, career choices. The expressions through the arts portion of the program will enable these students to express and vent without violence, withdrawal from the community, or other unhealthy habits such as teenage sex, drugs and alcohol abuse. This program will use drama, music, poetry, short stories, and art as its tools. Here children will be given a voice through their talents and hobbies.

As this program is a vital portion of school curriculum, it is desperately needed for the African – American community. Knowledge of self and culture is crucial for young people to acquire. It is important that they are successfully able to address and come to terms with problems they face in everyday situations. As a result they will be able to make an honest attempt to hold healthy lifestyles that will advance as smoothly as possible.
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Sequencing Rational

The African- American Rites of Passage and Expressions through the Arts program is sequenced in an order that is learning- related. The sequencing of the unit allows students to see and feel development. Its sequencing pattern allows for foundation, understanding, and progress.

“The Pan- African Movement” is the first sub-unit being explored because it serves as a foundation.  It is important for students to know what they are participating and why they are doing so. Exploring this sub – unit first will motivate the children to fully understand and actively “take in” the remainder of the unit.

The second sub – unit, “Self Awareness”, is appropriate because it will show students how to explore themselves and the Pan-African Movement. This unit will prep the learners for a deeper understanding of the program. It will also internalize the notion of knowing one’s self and the community.

The third sub-unit, “Life Skills”, is logically sequenced because students have discovered themselves and are ready to plan for their discoveries. At this point students are prepared to make reasonable decisions about how they want to put their skills, likes, and dislikes to use within the community.

The fourth sub –unit, “Conflict Resolution”, is appropriately placed as it pulls together pieces of every sub – unit preceding it. This unit also prepares the learners for the next and final unit. It is the unit that participants will identify and discuss all of the reasons for exploring the last sub-unit.

The final sub –unit, “Expressions”, is sequenced appropriately because by this time students will have advanced through all of the stages in the passage program. At this point they will be ready to recap on everything they have internalized and turn it into their own masterpieces. The participants will have a new appreciation for their creations as well as their peer’s creations in a holistic sense of self and community.

Subunit Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO, s)

Subunit One: The Pan-African Movement
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Students will utilize appropriate literature to identify the founders of the Pan-African Movement. (Knowledge)
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Students will analyze the founder’s intentions and compose a purpose for the movement based on what they know. (Application, Synthesis)
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Upon learning the original purpose for the Pan-African Movement students will compare and contrast their thoughts in small groups. (Knowledge, Comprehension, Analysis)
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Students will reenact various programs developed through the Pan-African Movement in small groups. (Application)
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Students will share and explain reenactments through discussion with the entire group. (Comprehension)
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Students will develop and redesign the original programs to fit their own personal needs. (Synthesis)
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Upon completing personal units students will share with the whole group and respect other’s programs as they share.  (Evaluation)
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Students will examine their present day environments verbally in small groups. (Analysis)
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Students will develop flow charts connecting the influence of the movement on their present day environment. (Evaluation)
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Groups will display their flow charts proudly as other groups inquire about them.

Subunit Two: Self-Awareness
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Students will examine self and identify at least four strong capabilities.

[image: image12.png]



Students will examine at least four working (weakness) points.
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Students will partner up and help each other come up with ways in which they can apply their strengths in the community.
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Students will help each other design strategies for conquering weakness.

Subunit Three: Life Skills
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Upon discovering capabilities students will set long-term, realistic goals.
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Students will examine long-term goals and stream out short-term realistic goals.
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Students will discuss the importance of good time management.
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Students will create grids for their daily activities for time management.
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Upon learning to appreciate academic success students will indulge in career preparations as well as higher education.

Subunit Four: Conflict Resolution
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Students will learn the definition of internal conflict.
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Students will list some possible internal conflicts and develop some possible positive solutions.
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Students will state the definition of external conflict.
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Students will identify some possible external conflicts and develop some possible positive solutions
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Students will develop skits in small groups that are center around internal or external conflicts.
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Students will perform their skits for the entire groups appreciating their own performance and the performance of others.

Subunit Five: Expressions
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Students will indulge in expressive communications according to their interest (poetry, drama, art, rap, song, short story).
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Students will share their work and respect the work of others.
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Students will create a public display of their expressions for community sharing.


Evaluation Strategy

Formative and summative evaluations will be conducted to note the strengths and the weakness of the curriculum. The formative evaluation will be conducted through participation of the student population, the parents, teachers, guidance counselor, and the principals.

The adults listed will be able to give information about what they observe the students and attitudes and working points (weakness) to be. Teachers and parents will be the most valuable sources as to describing what they believe the students should have to supplement their education. Rites of Passage curricula are not wide known like math curricula would be. Therefore workshops would be offered to the schools in order to educate the community on what they really are. Upon completing the workshops parents, teachers, and guidance counselors will be able to answer the questions of whether the school could use a program of such or not. The students will be involved in the process as much as any one else to give input on what they desire to learn.

Pre-and post assessments will be provided for the students as another means of evaluation. Before the curriculum is even opened up for the first session, all students will complete a pre-assessment to inform parents and teachers even further on the existing level of knowledge. Throughout the course, evaluations will be conducted through observation and comparison of attitudes that existed before the program and during the program. Upon the completion of the program the students along with their teachers and parents will complete a post-assessment to denote any changes in the students’ behavior as well as the overall experience. This will denote all positive and negative aspects of the program.

The summative evaluation will be conducted over a period of five years through pre- and post assessments as well as observation of discipline records and graduation rates. Over this amount of time it could be determined if this type of curricula is needed. Guidance counselors, teachers, and principals will be able to keep a close monitor on the number of discipline referrals and the graduation rates of African-American students before the curriculum and after the curriculum. Surveys will be given to note any changes that need to be made so that the curriculum best fits the needs of the students.

